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S Washmtton Post Statf Writer—: E
::On Aug. 28, 1976,~three - Amencan
employees of Rockwell International
Corp.: were shot to. dea mn,
the capital of Iran: -~ = msye

- Richard .M. Helms, who was‘then
the American ambassador to Iran and
who formerly was director of the Cen-
tral . Intelligence - Agency," described
the kﬂlmcs in a2 private:conversation’
;Vltth another Amenm ath.ree da
ater:-: - Iy )

employees] and a- minibus rammed
from the rear: Three or four- .men
came over the wall; one went to the
front and told the drxver to lie down.
The- driver put his head.up and was.
told to lie down again.- Then . the man
fired through the front,, killing Cott- -
rell. fone of the" employees] ‘who fell
out of ‘the- car. on_the grouncl and

moved his hand. One of the men. came
and ﬁ:ed point- blank into hxs face.

SATter shootmv the two in the-bacl: .

seat .through. _the rear, v_vmdo_w« some-

mdyreached in with a pistol and shot, 4

sach of them ~im the face: All hree
1ad powder burnsin the face FCT

_4One of the pistols 'was a‘ stoIe px&.q
ol from the:United States- Military~
Assistance Advisory.Group.. (MAAG)»-
he other one was believed, from the
artridge cases, to be-a Browning. The
eople;were. armed. wzth Polxsh, sub-:-
nachmegtms. Ther&*were ahout 43

ounds»-of expended. ammumtion on'
he-. ground.; “They . esczped..m a. third]
ar. The job wasproﬁssmnalthh the:]
}ame modus ope:an(h asm the past.” 2

r The newsoapem« reported the’ offi-"
ial explanation: the- killings were the*
vork.of Islamic Moslem terronsts.. = '».

“Bit: three .dayslater’ fthe'shah “of”
ran.was:telling .a-different’ story to’
n American. who visited him®at 11
.m. for’ 'a- 45-minute: audience at his.

[‘can-ym., - t};e:ltockw—rell '

awsh summerpalace A MY Rvhiely
-“The:Russians thé’ Shah told~hzs

151tor, were 'beh.md this. incident as ;

rell “as-[a]- prévious: i military one” 53

Two* hours later “Hel.mer told the

”

hé!_;‘ m:-;::;;-;m;:z&‘}}‘u Se

L ‘~_~_o Item._ Fifteen, CIA* employees ‘my'

THE WASHINGTON POST
2 January 1977

:?u‘ The three vietims of the terrorlst at-

-4 tack were working on ‘a secret project
‘of truly Buck.-Rogers' :proportions
-?called \IBEX. The .fiame  was men-
" tioned i in the news and then faded. K

It is a code’ name for a '$500 mlluon
o urveﬂ.lance system for the borders of.
Sifran., -t ooHhoerr o eAgeRedel o s

.;'But it is also & symbol of the dan-x-

<
3

£ that have afflicted the U.S. arms sale

3
:.“‘program in Iran and’ other  parts. oﬂ
th.eworld

: *--IBEX was begun
attempt to apply the very,‘best oﬁ
“American technology to the shah’s de-

- sire to -gather intelligence -about his
.'neighbors through electronic and. pho—
tograpluc surveillance.. r: v irs

- On the face of it; it could have been

‘ a straightforward: business. deal .be--
: tween Rockwell and the shah. But as
. the plans have-evolved, the plot has
- thickened and become pez‘haps hope-
lessly tangleds: T2 : i

. Item: Rockwelllagrees to pay a- se-~
cret agent's fee oi $4.5 million to a .
‘mail drop on 'Bermuda—Post, Office f
Box 1179, Reid House.: 5, =55 5 5 ‘.’_

- Item: Some: payments to the mail
f drop are forwarded to 'a Mr. Turret-<]
"tini, Chase Manhattan “Bank;’ 63 Rue'"
"de Rhone, Geneva, Switzerland )

‘Item: The govemment of - Iran -dest
posits $3 million in'the Riggs National 7|
Bank in Washington for “payment -on
‘demand by signature of Mr. William~
Owens and Mr, Henry Plastee” Ow-,
<'ens and Plastee-work for the CIA; ‘3_:;‘—‘1

-IJtem:..Donald Patterson, a. former"
CIA employee,. is paid $55, 000, to “aus
“thorize payments;of $1.1. .million to an.
:auditing firm, Touche Ross and Co:.
.This In turn triggers payments to U.S.:3
:defense contractors from .another $47
“million deposﬁ:ed at the nggs bank
byhan. ERETALPS iy 2 E S AT 3T

Item:. Helms sends a; handwntten_
note to CIA Director George Bush' re-"
questing that: a- top CIA official come -
‘to Iran to hear a series. of allegatmns
about corrupt practices; 1% £ 3OQEA

Jran, operating under .cover. as “the
-United States Advisory’ ‘Team: (USAT).
‘draw up- and expand iplans for the. sm-;1

‘phisticated and - automated " intelli-
‘gence-gathering: ‘system:itnia ptoiraty

A
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".The ‘documents. 1RCIUAE . UYLELS. gL e
o8’ teporting on the private conver-

. sations of the shah, his- top,generals
and Ambassador Helms.. " o fie Lag?
.S, arms merchandlsmo in- Iran—

““about :$104 billion in, the last. five
;. years——has been- the subject of severe
pubhc cntlclsm. But _these documents’
ShOW'lt 1s m much worse shape than:

*'pubhcly reported. : 2
.7 The IBEX.proJect is a case study in
* the kindof, mtnaue and under the-ta—‘
“. ble'deahnc' which;, oxi more than one-_
: occasxon, “have characterxze(l tl}e U. S‘f
"7 avmg: merchandising  program. The |
< story begins in early 1974, =2k
/" By that time the-shah
mined - that " he ‘Wanted - electronic
= eyes and ears around his borders: He.
5 as influenced; in- part, by the exam-;|
ple of the CIA, which for many years
had operated two ‘secret .monitoring.
posts along.the -1 250-xmle border be—
- tween Iran and the Soviet Union. "]
i."” :1So he atked the: CIA for. assxstance.
: LA general plan was drawn .up calhng
for ‘11 ground momtormg posts, six
.: airborne- units-:and . several -mobile
ground units. Robert B. Phillips of the
CIA was’ sent to Iran to: set up an ad-’|
: { {\nsory team for the proJect. Bids' were*
“ynvited, “and four' U.S. ‘companies; eni-\

E

2:

i p-tered nito the’ competmon-yRockwe L

International, GTE . Sylvania, “ESys~
3¢ tems and Mechamcs.Research, nc, \.;«‘

;e-nThe compames ‘Weretall ‘warned
f Phillips on Nov. 19 1974, that thease
"of Tranian: 'lmddlemem  meaningin.

ﬂuence peddlers,, would. not be tolir-
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